Religious Instruction and the Social Studies

We are thus reminded of the fact, too often ignored in
current discussions about education, and especially about
religious education, that there is a psychology of the teacher
8$ well as a psychology of the child. The relation between
teacher and taught, with the consequent moral atmosphere
of the school classroom, is a subtle and a powerful entity,
perhaps fully comprehended only by the trained psycho-
logist.

" Tests of orthodoxy imposed on teachers ", writes Dr.
Hensley Henson, " are impracticable, and even if they were
not, are futile, for they conflict with democratic liberty. . . .
You can multiply hypocrites, but you cannot guarantee
interest and efficiency by those means." So Mr. Brocking-
ton, the very experienced Director of Education for Leicester-
shire, writes : " I say, and say again, put your trust in the
teachers ". Even an ' agreed syllabus ' takes you nowhere,
unless you can trust the teacher, who can quietly drive a
coach-and-six through such a document, if he desires to do
so. We have seen no evidence that he has the least desire
to do so. All the evidence suggests that he (or more
commonly she) desires to do his or her best for the children,
as if they were his or her own children. That, we believe,
is the simple psychological situation that prevails in the vast
majority of classrooms. The great William James once said
that psychology was not a science, but only the hope of a
science. That remark was no doubt justified in his time,
but the case is different now, notwithstanding the existence
of contending schools of thought. We believe that no
responsible psychologist would deny the strong probability
that our account of the usual classroom situation is correct.

From our point of view, perhaps the most important
tiling of all remains to be said, though it need not be laboured.
Whatever is done in the schools should be done well, and it
cannot be done well unless the teacher is adequately prepared.
There is no sense in asking the teacher to give a certain kind
of instruction without providing him with opportunities of
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